

















PLUNDERING APPALACHIA:

THE TRAGEDY OF MOUNTAINTOP-
REMOVAL COAL MINING

Appalachia, a region of extraordinary beauty and natural
diversity, is under attack. Mountaintop removal is strip
mining on steroids—a radically destructive form of surface
mining whereby coal companies bulldoze the forest, decapi-
tate the peaks with explosives, push the shattered rubble
into adjacent valleys, and destroy the ecologically crucial
headwater streams that had been there before. This is an
ecological and human tragedy of epic proportions-and yet
few Americans realize how the coal industry, seeking maxi-
mum profit and abetted by lax government regulation, is
turning an entire region into an undeclared national energy
sacrifice zone.

This large-format book,
edited by Tom Butler and
George Wuerthner, is a
useful tool for activists,
conservation groups,
grantmakers, and public
officials. "Every American
should understand what
surface mining is doing to
the beautiful hills and hol-
lows of Appalachia, and
then join the effort to stop
the plunder.”

Plundering Appalachia is a searing exposé, in words and
images, of the greatest ecological calamity now being
wreaked upon America—an outrage justified by the desire
for “cheap” power. With large-format photography and
engaging writing from Wendell Berry, Judy Bonds, Ross
Gelbspan, Denise Giardina, Richard Heinberg, Mary Anne
Hitt, Robert F. Kennedy Jr., David Orr, Carl Pope, Erik
Reece, Vivian Stockman, and others, Plundering Appalachia
illuminates Big Coal’s assault on the people and wildlife of
the region. The book includes first-person testimonies from
coalfields residents about life in the shadow of mountain-
top-mining operations, and dissects the current coal-pow-
ered energy economy that is toxic to people and nature—
and helping cook the planet.

Ultimately, Plundering Appalachia offers hope, celebrat-
ing the growing movement led by Appalachian citizens to
stop mountaintop-mining, heal their communities, and
fight the industry’s dirty lie that coal is clean.

For more information, visit ww,plunderingappalachia.org.
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INVEST IN SOCIAL
CHANGE - PARTNER
WITH ACF

ACF donors support the work of our
foundation, and the organizations we help
fund, with annual contributions that range
from $3 - $35,000. Every size gift matters,
and every gift is an important investment
in change! If you would like to invest in
social change in Central Appalachia, here
are some of the ways you could give:

<
© © Write a check today and return it
in the enclosed envelope.

ooo Donate by credit card through
our secure on-line service. It’s quick,
convenient, and safe — just log on to
www.appalachiancommunityfund.org.

< . .
© ¢ Establish a memorial or make a
tribute to people you care about with
a gift in their name.

ooo Host a house party and help us
widen our circle of friends and sup-
porters by having a gathering in your
home, place of worship, or work site.

<
© ¢ Include ACF in your will,
insurance, or retirement plan to leave
a lasting legacy for social justice.

<
© ¢ Join an employee matching gift
program. Many employers will match char-
itable donations made by their employees.

<
© © Open a Field of Interest or Donor
Adpvised Fund to champion the specific
causes that are especially important to you
while also receiving the administrative sup-
port and expertise of ACF's staff and board.

<
©© Give a gift of stock or other
securities. Donating stock is a great
way to use stock or other securities that
you don't need, or no longer wish to
keep, to support social change.

Thanks to donors like you, ACF is able to
provide resources to grassroots organizations
working for social change. Please call our
office ar 865.523.5783 if you would like
to discuss giving options, or visit
www.appalachiancommunityfund.org
[or more information.
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CHANGE, NOT CHARITY

APPALACHIAN
COMMUNITY
FUND
Suite 700
530 South Gay Street
Knoxville, TN 37902
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The APPALACHIAN COMMUNITY FUND (ACF)
funds and encourages grassroots social change
in Central Appalachia (East Tennessee, Eastern
Kentucky, Southwest Virginia and West Virginia).
In our history, we have awarded over $5 Million
to more than 300 organizations working for jus-
tice. ACF pools resources from many sources
including individuals, businesses, and founda-
tions in order to provide the critical financial sup-
port needed to help low-income people organiz-
ing themselves to address systemic problems of
poverty, racism, and social inequity in their own
communities and neighborhoods. ACF supports
communities with little or no access to other
financial resources and grassroots groups which
are often too small, too new, or working on
issues that are too controversial for traditional
funding sources.

The Appalachian Community Fund is a member of the
Funding Exchange and Community Shares of Tennessee

The APPALACHIAN COMMUNITY FUND
(ACF) has grants available from the GLBTQ
(Gay/Lesbian/Bisexual/Transgender/Questioning)
Initiative Fund for work in the GLBTQ community,
particularly among youth. This Fund was estab-
lished by a donor wishing to build community
capacity and help support work among GLBTQ con-
stituencies that may be new, informal, and on a small
scale. Information on ACF’s Initiative, including a
proposal application form, can be found on our web-
site or please feel free to call the office.



